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SUBJECT: FRENCH PRIME MINISTER VISITS HUNGARY 
REF: PARIS 32215 

1 . SUMMARY: FROM HUNGARIAN POINT VIEW, MAIN DEVELOPMENT 
DURING VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER BARRE TO HUNGARY WAS EXTEN- 
SION OF INVITATION BY BARRE TO HSWP FIRST SECRETARY JANOS 
KADAR TO VISIT FRANCE. HUNGARIANS ALSO HOPEFUL OF INCREASING 
TRADE AND FLOW OF FRENCH TECHNOLOGY TO HUNGARY. END SUMMARY. 
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2. BARRE TRIP (OCT 27-29) CONDUCTED IN VERY CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE. ACCORD- 
ING TO FRENCH SOURCES, FRENCH PM QUICKLY ESTABLISHED RAPPORT 

WITH HUNGARIAN OFFICIALS HE MET, INCLUDING FIRST SECRETARY 
KADAR, PRESIDENT LOSONCZI AND PRIME MINISTER LAZAR. 

BARRE MEETINGS SUPPLEMENTED BY MEETINGS BETWEEN 
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF TWO COUNTRIRES, STATE SECRETARIES 
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FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HUNGARIAN PRESIDENT OF INSTI- 
TUTE FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH FRENCH DIRECTOR- 
GENERAL OF DIRECTORATE FOR CULTURAL AND SCIENTI- 
FIC TECHNOLOGICAL AFFAIRS. 

3. REFTEL ALREADY HAS REPORTED ON ECONOMIC TALKS AND 
THEIR RESULTS. FRENCH SOURCES HERE SAID IN WAKE OF 
VISITS BY LAZAR TO FRANCE LAST YEAR AND BARRE VISIT 
HERE CONTACTS AND EXCHANGES ON ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, AND 
CULTURAL LEVELS WILL BE MORE FREQUENT, AS PROMISED IN 
BARRE-LAZAR COMMUNIQUE. FRENCH HAVE ALSO INDICATED 
THEY WILL DO MORE AS A GOVERNMENT TO SUPPORT DISSEMINA- 
TION OF HUNGARIAN CULTURE IN FRANCE. FRENCH COUNSELOR 
OF EMBASSY TOLD POLOFF THAT FRANCE WAS FREER TO ACT ON 
THIS SCORE THAN U.S. 

4. BARRE MEETING WITH KADAR LASTED HOUR AND ONE HALF. 
COUNSELOR SAID KADAR MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT 

THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST MUST 
CONTINUE - THOUGH IT IS IMPORTANT THAT EACH SIDE 
TOLERATE OTHER AND THAT STRUGGLE REMAIN PEACEFUL. 
COUNSELOR SAID BARRE TOLD KADAR THAT CZECH ACTIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO THE CHARTER 77 GROUP NEITHER 
HELPED DETENTE NOR THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. KADAR 
DID NOT TRY TO DEFEND THE CZECH GOVERNMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BUDAPE 03867 081250Z 

5. KADAR WAS PLEASED BY FRENCH INVITATION WHICH 
COMES IN LOGICAL SEQUENCE AFTER HIS VISITS TO VIENNA, 

ROME AND BONN. ALL EXPECT THAT, BARRING A CHANGE IN 
GOVERNMENT IN MARCH FRENCH ELECTIONS, THE VISIT SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE TOWARDS THE END OF 1978. 

6. FRENCH COUNSELOR SAID THAT FRENCH HAD 
INSISTED ON INCLUDING A REFERENCE TO INDIVIDUAL FREE- 
DOMS IN COMMUNIQUE. THE HUNGARIANS DID NOT STRUGGLE. 
ACCORDING TO COUNSELOR FRENCH RECOGNIZE HUNGARY'S 
BETTER THAN AVERAGE RECORD - FOR EASTERN EUROPE - ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND ARE TRYING TO DEEPEN FRENCH- 
HUNGARIAN CONVERGENCES RATHER THAN TO BE CRITICAL OF 
HUNGARIANS ON THIS SCORE. HE SAID. IN THIS SENSE FRENCH 
SOMEWHAT DISASSOCIATED THEMSELVES FROM WESTERN POSITION. 

7. AFTER TALKING WITH FRENCH EMBOFFICERS, WE HAVE 
IMPRESSION THAT HUNGARIANS NOT FRENCH RAISED QUESTION 
OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION. FRENCH WERE SAID TO HAVE 
RESPONDED WITH STANDARD EXPOSITION OF FRENCH POLICY. 

8. COMMENT. FRENCH SEE GOOD PROSPECTS FOR RAISING 
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HUNGARIAN- FRENCH TRADE FROM PRESENT LOW LEVEL. THEY 
WERE DELIGHTED WITH WAY BARRE VISIT WENT AND EXPECT 
IT TO FURTHER RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. KADAR, 

WITH FRENCH VISIT ON HIS PLATTER FOR SOME TIME TO COME, 

WILL THUS ALSO HAVE IN PUBLIC VIEW EVIDENCE OF HIS 
DESIRE TO CONTINUE PROMOTING HUNGARY'S CONTACTS WITH 
WEST. 

KADAR 
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